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SPIES  ARE  ON  THE  RISE  ** 


The   other  day  Secretary  of  the  Navjf  Frank^nox  made   a  speech,  which  Is 
not  so  amazing  in  itself.     What  he  had/to  s*<y,  however,   is  cause  for  a  little 
diligentvorrying  by  all  Americans  who  (ape  still  inclined  to  think  that  the 
only  place  we'll   ever  see  a  Nazi  in  this   country  is   on  a  movie  screen.      Even 
the   muffled  trial   of  those   eight  professional   saboteurs   hasn't  done  much  to 
dislodge  this   complacency. 

Secretary  Knox  pointed  out  that  Nazi  termites   are  on  the   increase  in 
the  United  States.     He   declared  that  we  can  expect  an  intensified  wave   of 
sabotage,  more   spying,    and  plentiful  doses   of  Axis  propaganda.      The   attacks, 
he  added,   have   already  begun.     They  will   get  worse • 

The   answer,    of   course,    is   to  prepare  the  nation  for  these  things.     Hot 
by  saying:     "Well,   they're  bound  to  happen.     Wo  might  as  well  face   it."      You 
can't  win  a  war  by  sighing  espionage   and   sabotage   away  like   that.      Instead, 
we've  got  to  wake  up  the  American  people  to  the  realization  that  these  un- 
bidden guests  arc  really  in  our  midst. 

Ho   spy  ever  brought  homo  much  bacon,    no   saboteur   ever  broke  many  fly- 
wheels, when  the  people  he  had  to   contend  with  wore   on  the  alert.      It's  when 
we're   gullible,    easy-going,    indifferent,   over-confident   and  talkative  that 
the  Axis   finds    out  the  things   it  vrants   to  find  out.      It's   when  our  back  is 
turned,   all   innocently,   that  the  bombs   aro  placed.      The  open-faced  and 
trusting  credulity  of  our  people   is  what  makes  the  Nazis   say,   "Americans 
arc  children." 

We  think  maybe   it  might  be   a   good  time   for  your    commentators  to  call 
for  more   alertness.      If  they  haven't  road  the  OKI's   pamphlet,    "Divide   and 
Conquer",   they  should  write  for   it.      Copies   are   still  available.     Meanwhile, 
if   a  man  comes  up  to   you   in  the   gray-green  uniform  of  the  Luftwaffe,   don't 
you  give   him  even  the  time   of  day* 

MISSION  TO  MANILA  ** 

The   report  that  a  "mercy  ship"  will  sail   shortly  from  San  Francisco 
with  a  load  of  medical   supplies   and  food  for  American  soldiers   imprisoned   in 
tho  Philippines   set  off  repercussions   last  week  which  finally  led  an  alert 
station  down  in  South  Carolina  to  wiro  the  BVC  for   advice.      It   seems   that 
this   station  had  been  approached  by  certain  local   citizens  with  a  request 
to   air   announcements,   seeking  contributions  to  help  outfit  the  vessel. 

We've  checked  the  matter  fully*     There   really  is    such  a  ship,   for  your 
information  only,    scheduled  to  sail   soon  under  the  auspices   of  the   Inter- 
national Red  Cross,   providing  the   Japs  will   guarantee   safe  passage.     How- 
ever,  Red  Cross   headquarters   in  Washington  tell  us   that  they  would  prefer 
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rrdio  stations  to  keep  tacitly  silent  on  the  subject  and  not  to  solicit 
funds. 

Wo  feel,  however,  that  the  Red  Cross  should  have  the  last  word*  '.'c're 
passing  its  request  along  to  you  go  that  you  may  be  guided  accordingly. 

DR.  JEKYLL....MEET  MR.  HYDE! 

There's  nothing  that  brightens  the  day  quite  so  much  as  a  good, 
sprightly  paradox.  Something  like  why  a  man  who  sings  loud  in  church  will 
stop  off  at  the  corner  pool  parlor  on  his  way  home  and  place  a  two-buck  bet 
on  Alsab  in  the  fourth.  Or  why  a  certain  nameless  station  we  were  listening 
to  the  other  day  plugs  gasoline  end  rubber  conservation  out  of  one  side  of 
its  mouth  -  and  then  broadcasts  commercials  for  an  open-air  auto  theater 
out  of  the  other.  An  open-air  theater  located  three  miles  from  town,  mind 
you.  "There  you  can  sec  Tyrone  Power  rnahe  lovo  to  Joan  Fontaine  "from  the 
comfort  of  your  own  car." 

Doesn't  add  up  to  us.  In  fact  we're  narrow  enough  to  think  that  any 
station  sincerely  interested  in  furthering  the  war  and  co-operating  with 
the  things  our  government  asks  us  to  co-operate  with,  would  have  turned 
down  such  a  commercial  automatically.  Driving  to  any  theater  is  bad  onough  ■ 
but  urging  people  to  attend  a  theater  where  you  have  to  drive  a  car  to  get 
into  the  place  is  just  plain  unpatriotic. 

SALVAGE  IN  MISSISSIPPI  ** 


Every  now  and  then  wo  like  to  sec  some  good,  impressive  figures  of  the 
arithmetical  kind.  V.rSKB  in  McComb,  Mississippi,  has  sent  us  just  that, 
reporting  on  the  results  of  a  concentrated  scrap  metal  and  rubber  drive 
recently  held  in  Piko  County  -  which  is  the  county  that  youfll  find  McComb 
located  in.  V/SKB  want  to  work  with  local  authorities,  and  the  final  tallies 
show  what  radio  can  do  when  it  starts  swinging. 

There  are  at  least  half  a  dozen  other  counties  in  Mississippi  that 
have  bigger  populations  than  Pike.  In  fact  Mississippi  boasts  some  80 
different  counties  (a  fow  with  rather  flossy  names  like  Sunflower, 
Yalobusha  and  Yazoo).   But  of  all  80,  .VSKB's  Pike  Comity  was  the  only  one 
whose  collection  of  scrap  metal  went  into  seven  figures,  with  1,20C,D79 
pounds  piled  up.  The  nearest  anybody  else  cane  was  a  place  called  Jasper 
County  with  a  paltry  835,243  pounds. 

The  scrap  rubber  haul  wasn't  bad,  cither.  Pike  came  in  fourth,  with 
51,118  pounds.   Considering  that  WSKB  is  a  250-wattcr,  we'll  wager  an  old 
double-button  carbon  mike  that  its  salvage  efforts  -  watt  for  watt  -  listener 
for  listener  -  arc  an  achievement  at  which  a  lot  of  you  other  fellows  could 
well  shoot. 

CONTEST  FOR  KAIISAS  KIDS  ** 

While  we're  handing  out  kudoes  in  this  expansive  mood,  it's  probably 
well  to  mention  a  plan  devised  by  Arthur  Church  of  KMBC  in  Kansas  City  as 
part  of  that  station's  contribution  to  a  scrap  metal  drive  being  held  locally 
right  at  this  moment.  Mr.  Church,  smartly  enough,  pins  a  lot  of  faith  on 
the  young  people  of  Kansas  who  are  members  of  such  organizations  as  the 


Future  Farmers  of  America,  the  4-K  Clubs,  and  tho  Boy  Scouts,  So  -  as  an 
incentive  bonus  -  KMBS  is  offering  $50  to  whichever  FFA  or  4-H  group 
collects  the  most  scrap  metal,  with  025  for  tho  runner-up.  Besides  this, 
another  $25  will  be  given  to  the  individual  boy  or  girl  whoso  collection  is 
the  largest. 

Similar  rowards  are  in  store  for  the  Boy  Scouts.  The  troop  that  brings 
homo  the  most  old  metal  gets  $50  j  second  place  nots  $>25«  And,  just  as  with 
the  FFA  and  4-Ii'crs,  the  individual  Scout  who  makes  tho  best  showing  wins 
$25« 

These  incentive  bonuses  are  being  announced  via  a  campaign  of  KMBC 
spot  announcements  and  special  shows  throughout  the  drive.  Enthusiasm,  wc 
hear,  runs  high  -  and,  if  the  young  people  of  Kansas  arc  like  we  suspect 
the  young  people  of  Kansas  to  be,  the  prize  money  will  go  whizzingly  into 
War  Bonds. 

WHAT  D'YA  KNOW  ABOUT  CONSERVATION? 


By  this  time  your  program  people  have  probably  received  copies  of  the 
OWI's  latest  opus,  designed  to  give  writers  and  producers  a  full  course  of 
sprouts  on  the  subject  of  conservation.  This  is  part  of  what  the  OWI  calls 
its  "Radio  Background  Material"  -  a  scries  to  "digest"  major  issues  of  the 
war  for  radio  use. 

'Glancing  through  it,  wo  should  imagine  that  considerable  research  and 
effort  went  into  the  preparation.  About  the  only  angle  of  conservation 
that  isn't  covered  is  what  to  do  with  old  toothpicks-.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
wc  think  there's  quite  a  slab  of  good  comprehensive  meat  in  this  latest 
OWI  effort  -  and  if  you've  boon  nonchalcnt  enough  to  exile  it  to  some 
exotic  corner  of  your  desk,  dig  it  out  and  road  it.   These  things  arc 
meant  for  your  guidance  and  use.  And  right  now  -  not  at  some  vague  point 
when  you  may  find  the  time. 

WHEN  YOUR  TERRITORY'S  BIG  * * 

If  effort  counts  for  anything,  radio  ought  to  bo  soiling  so  many  War 
Bonds  these  days  that  Washington  may  run  out  of _ paper  to  print  them  on. 
Every  mail  brings  a  new  batch  of  letters,  each  outlining  some  particular 
plan  of  promotion  being  used  by  some  particular  station.  And  wo'rc  glad  to 
have  them,  you  can  bet.   Gives  us  an  insight  on  tho  amount  of  ingenuity  and 
imagination  some  of  you  people  arc  putting  forth.   "Some"  -  wc  said.  Alas, 
not  all. 

The  interesting  aspect  of  those  letters  is  that  they  reveal  a  wide 
variation  of  selling  conditions.  Big  city  stations  tackle  the  job  from 
certain  angles j  regional  stations  with  wide  rural  coverage  face  other 
problems j  and  tho  snail  town  broadcaster  is  still  another  case. 

Wo  have  to  hand,  for  instance,  a  letter  from  -7DZ  in  Tuscola,  111.,  "//hose 
audience  is  scattered  over  36  assorted  counties  in  Illinois  and  Indiana* 
"Any  program,"  writes  WDZ  Program  Director  F,  H.  Booton,  "we  might  put  on  asking 
for  telephone  orders  for  Bonds  is  practically  doomed  to  failure  before  it 
starts.  However,  with  the  Treasury  Department's  request  that  we  sell  bonds 
direct,  wc  finally  hit  upon  an  inspiration  which  we  believe  is  going  to 
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prove  successful*" 

Here's  how  it  works ■   In  addition  to  daily  Bond  plugging|  V\TDZ  airs  a 
Saturday  noon  show  frovi  the  streets  of  Tuscola  in  co-operation  with  the 
County  ;. far  Savings  Connittoc.   Civic  organizations  in  surrounding  towns  - 
whoro  :.';DZ  is  heard  -  arc  asked  to  send  representatives  who  will  take  part 
on  the  show  (which  is  devoted  to  a  different  c orxiunity  each  week).   There's 
a  brass  band,  speeches,  much  persuasion.  "Wo  really  whoop  it  up  for 
War  Bond  salcsj1  says  Mr.  Booton,  "using  as  our  approach  the  idea  of  'buy 
Bonds ••• .wo  don't  care  whoro,  but  buy  then,  and,  if  it's  convenient  for 
you  to  do  so,  buy  then  direct  fron  VIDE, '" 

At  the  conuunity  represented  oh  the  progran  each  week  a  receiver  is 
set  up  in  sono  pronincnt  place,  and  leaders  of  local  civic  organizations 
devote  their  efforts  during  the  half -hour  progran  to  selling  all  the  Bonds 
they  can.  "Wo  are  quite  confident,"  concludes  Mr.  Bocton,  "that  the  in- 
direct results  will  put  our  county  well  over  its  quota  for  each  nonth. 
Wo* 11  be  glad  to  supply  further  details  to  anyone  who  is  interested." 
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